
Thomas Prince School Council meeting

October 19, 2021

3:15pm Google meets

meet.google.com/
kta-jovr-ric

Purpose of Meeting: Collaboratively develop and monitor school improvement efforts in
regards to our SIP and the current state of our school during the pandemic.

Agenda

Members in attendance: Tammy Boyle, Anne McCluskey, Denise Prunier, Thomas Donnelly, Colleen
McMullin, Lauren Brenn, Mary Powell, Tim Sawyer, Julie Roczniak

Members not in attendance: Declan Foley, Rick Thibeau

Also in attendance: Amanda Martinez (Assistant Principal)

1. Welcome

2. Approval of Minutes

All approved

3.  Data Celebrations (Anne) TPS Middle School named #1 in state of Massachusetts



Member Anne McCluskey shared about the US News Report ranking K-8 schools by state, and
Thomas Prince Middle School came in number 1 in Massachusetts.  They used the 2018-2019
school year (preCOVID) data and it was largely based on ELA and Math state assessments.

Tammy Boyle: It’s a proud honor, and we are proud of the work that everyone does to invest in the
whole child so that by the time students get to Middle School, so many factors have been
addressed and with consistency in our school culture.

4. Choose to Be Nice: waiting to hear back from Central office as to when we can begin

Tammy Boyle: This will move ahead, but we are waiting to hear from Central Office on when to
begin as things are purchased through Central Office. This program was talked about at School
Committee last night as a parent on the committee has children in a school using it and discussed
the positives of it. We are seeing the result of students having been isolated for a year, and so we
are finding we are meeting kids at very different places than expected.  We do a great job with
SEL here, but even we are struggling to keep up with these needs. Any additional,
research-based programs we can use, we will.  We have an Adjustment Counselor intern working
with our Adjustment Counselor this year full time, two full days with our School Psychologist, and
our School Psychologist was just approved to bring her service therapy dog into school.

5. PLTW update (Denise and Julie)

Member Denise Prunier: Shared the work done with the teachers to figure out how to use the
PLTW modules the best way and in the most efficient way.  Teachers have been provided hard
copies of all modules and activities.  Denise is currently working with Grade 4 right now in the lab
and working on a module.  They are going into a new setting with the lab and learning how to work
in groups and problem solve. There are five teachers who need to be trained by Denise Prunier.



Member Julie Roczniak: PLTW, STEM Hub, WPI holds two conferences to talk about PLTW.  Six
teachers from TPS went to WPI yesterday to learn more about the modules at their Fall kickoff.
This offered great collaboration opportunities with educators across the state and even the
country.

6. Arts update (Mary)

Tammy Boyle: Arts Workshop is this amazing opportunity for our students.  The Specials teachers
have an hour a day to plan together on the workshop for our K/1 and 5/6 grades.

Member Mary Powell: We have been doing some planning with Arts Workshop and are rolling out
some activities.  We are working on a K/1 presentation focused on holidays around the world in
the winter and in the Spring we will focus on a literacy connection and will involve storytelling.  For
5/6  workshop, we are working on a STEAM project connected to muscle groups, taking care of
yourself, vocal health and anatomy and life size drawings.  We have had the new physical
education teacher, Rachel Spielberg, and she has had so many great ideas to incorporate art and
music with physical education.  We have come up with games and activities.  The new band
teacher Bianca Brais has been joining music classes as she gets to know the kids and
enthusiastic about band and our student already.

Member Denise Prunier: Shout out to the Art program at TPS as Mrs. Orrison is out using the
Elsie Vaughan Outdoor Space to use for sunflower painting and leaf imprints. The space is truly
being used across curriculum.

Outdoor Spaces Committee is starting up again October 26, 2021, after a brief pause due to
COVID 19, and working on the outdoor spaces at TPS.



- We have the nature trail kiosk project coming with Rick Gardner.
- Currently training 7th graders to be the stewards of Elsie Vaughan Outdoor Classroom to

keep the spaces sustainable.  The 7th graders are cleaning out the space and working on
tasks for Fall and Spring and then tasks and activities between and with different grade
levels. These students will continue as stewards in 8th grade and will be training the
incoming 7th grade students.

- Eagle Scout will be starting a project on the Butterfly Garden
- Jr. Trail Guides started back again learning the trails (grades 5-8) and will be guiding

student tours in the Spring.

7. Items for next meeting

Ideas for how to celebrate TPS being named number 1 Middle School in Massachusetts

8. Adjourn

Member Thomas Donnelly: Motion to adjourn

Seconded: Tim Sawyer

All approved.


